
 

“The Modesto Manifesto” 
 

“See then that you walk circumspectly, not as fools but as wise.” 
Ephesians 5:15  

 
 
Early on in the days of the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association a set of safeguards 

were developed to help retain and maintain the integrity of the ministry.  Specific 

measures were agreed upon to help keep a strict level of accountability among the 

leadership to maximize the effectiveness of their outreach.  Those ingredients came 

to be known as the “Modesto Manifesto” and it’s something we use at Calvary 

Aurora as well.  Although it isn’t a formal document, the principles contained within 

it are valuable and useful, even if you are not serving Jesus in some form of spiritual 

leadership. 

 

Billy Graham and his team resolved: 
 

1.    To never exaggerate attendance figures at their meetings.  
Guard against lying and deceit. 

 
 

2.    To take only a fixed salary from their organization.  
Guard against financial thievery. 

 
 

3. To never be alone with a woman other than their wife, 
mother, daughters.  
Guard against sexual sin. 

 
 

4.    To never criticize fellow members of the clergy.  
Guard against pride. 

 
 


